HOW TO
tell others about Jesus
The word gospel comes from the Old English word godspell, meaning good news. During the time
when the early church was being persecuted by the Roman authorities, the believers were
scattered in every direction and as a result, the gospel spread literally like wild fire from Jerusalem.
Wherever they went, the early believers could not but share the good news of Jesus Christ. They
spoke because Jesus had sent them out (Matthew 28:19-20) but also because they simply could
not hide what they had discovered.

Why does sharing the good news of Jesus seem difficult today?
If the early Christians could not keep silent, we tend to be much better at it! Although our country is
predominantly Christian, we often tiptoe carefully down the road of political correctness, not
wanting to be insensitive, often erring on the side of remaining quiet, rather than speaking openly
and enthusiastically about our faith. As God's Church however, we are commissioned to actively go
into the world, share the gospel and make disciples of Jesus.
In the Alpha course, Nicky Gumbel says that we need to navigate a way between the extremes of
insensitivity and fearful silence. He uses five words beginning with P to help us think through how
we should tell others:

Presence
Jesus said that we are salt and light in this world (Matthew 5:13-16) – by the way that we live
among people, the gospel is proclaimed. As St Francis of Assissi said, “Preach the gospel at all
times, using words if necessary”. A Christ-like lifestyle is a very eloquent testimony. It will often
open the door for meaningful conversation.

Persuasion
The faith that we have is not irrational. We will sometimes have opportunities to engage with
people intellectually. There is plenty of good written material that we can point people too, or even
better, research some of the issues ourselves so that we are able to persuade seekers.

Proclamation
Fairly few of us will have opportunities to preach to groups of people, but we all have a story to tell
about our own encounter with God – a story that no-one can argue with, because it is our own lived
experience. There are probably many more people than we think in our circles of influence who
would be interested in our stories. The power of these stories is not in recounting doctrine using
someone else's words, but in describing in our own language how we are different because of our
encounter with God.

Power
We are not left on our own to witness to Christ. Jesus promises in Luke 12:11-12 that when we are
called upon to speak about our faith, the Holy Spirit will empower us and give us the words to say.

Prayer
John Wesley said once that “God does nothing but in answer to prayer”. In many ways, prayer is a
mystery, but God invites us to pray and will open up opportunities for us to share our faith when we
entrust this to him in prayer.

Useful resources
Nicky Gumbel's Alpha talk “Why and how should I tell others?” is available online here:
http://www.htb.org/media/series/Alpha+Spring+Term+2013

